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Horgan, Paul The Saintmaker’s Christmas Eve 
the author. Farrar. Dec. 1955. 112p. 
3.00. 


With the art that conceals art and achieves simplicity 
real and wholehearted folk tale medieval 
mystery play, the author The Devil the Desert and 
One Red Rose for Christmas (not speak the 
Pulitzer-winning Great River) tells new Christmas 
Using for characters two New Mexican wood- 
carvers, makers those stark, often agonized, santos 
which the Spanish introduced the faithful the 
Southwest and which modern fashion has made collec- 
tors’ items, and for plot and occasion when one the 
men was led safety luminous figure his faith 
told him was St. Christopher with the Child, Mr. 
Horgan again manipulates his narrative delicately 
maintain balance between the natural and the 
miraculous. Yet the reader left doubt that the 
true miracle was one granted the crusty Franciscan 
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Christmas 


friar who had taught the Castillo brothers their craft, 
fifteen years before. 

The story has with the account which Roberto, 
older ‘and more imaginative the brothers, rendered 
Carlos, practical, steady and business-like, when the 
former returned from his customary journey along the 
upper Rio Grande sell statues they had made. The 
invoice was correct all but one respect: Roberto had 
given the St. Christopher with Child, the largest (fully 
two-and-a-half feet high) and finest (the difficulty 
carving the Child’s little hand extended blessing 
“with two fingers and the others under the thumb”!) 
they had ever made, the Church San Cristobal 
which year earlier had ordered the figure price 
twelve royals. Back the gift lay Roberto’s losing 
his flint and his way mountain snowstorm, injuring 
his knee the process. was only following tall 
St. Christopher with the Child his shoulder that 
Roberto made his way the mesa where the village 


highly 
index 
Most 


268 Horgan Sheen O’Hara 


his destination lay. But the disappointment 
the villagers and the discredit Roberto, the object 
painfully carried turned out gnarled piece 
cottonwood, mistaken for the statue when fell 
the canyon. Then, dramatically, out the storm came 
the tall, impatient Franciscan, carrying the image 
had found the mountains. the knee the statue 
was cut corresponding the cut Roberto’s leg. 
The resulting edification and joy the villagers undid 
the dryness soul under which the suf- 
fered, and for Roberto and the congregation the Christ- 
mas Mass which followed became one which “those 
hearing the missioner heard the love God, which 
they never would, despite the failures and distractions 
daily life, entirely forget.” 

Descriptions the little village along the Rio Grande 
hundred years ago, and the mountain snowstorm 
are imaginatively colorful. But his characters 
that the author’s skill shows best. The antithetical and 
yet complementary natures the two brothers, both 
men piety and integrity, parallel the dual person- 
ality the unnamed Franciscan whose harsh words 
and ungainly mannerisms hide the deep devotion 


has for his charges. Helen Butler, Ph.D., 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

Sheen, Fulton The True Meaning Christmas 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 21, 1955. $1.50. 
This slim, illustrated little booklet, (the illustrations 
are many and merely traditional tinted pen drawings 
Fritz Kredel), packs into minimum space the maxi- 
mum sound theological truth concerning the real and 
only meaning Christmas. Miniature may seem 
bulk; but implicit content contains seeds enough 
for forest meditation that give enduring value. 
Bishop Sheen here keeps strictly his message, with 
parenthetical humorous asides distract from the 
profound and sublime meaning interpreting. De- 
spite the high price the booklet, this something 
jewel, treasure cherished and pondered, fre- 
quently throughout the year, especially those dark 
days when the heart and the mind become fogged 
the world’s doubts and dis-ease. 

O’Hara, John Ten North Frederick 
Random House. Nov. 24, 1955. 408p. $3.95. 
Joseph Chapin, wealthy and respected leading citizen 
Gibbsville, Pennsylvania, dead when author 
O’Hara introduces him his elegantly old- 
fashioned home number North Frederick Street. 
His widow, Edith Stokes Chapin, calmly avoiding the 
crush “mourners” the first floor remaining 
secluded her third floor sewing room. Right here, 
perhaps, should back and correct that first sen- 
tence, the impression may give. This novel may 
centered about Joe Chapin; but the leading char- 
acter the enigmatically self-composed woman Joe 
Chapin married. She, more than the bumbling like- 
able Joe, the motive force which energizes the whole 
story. She early marked down Joe hers, wooed and 
won him, ruled him, and survived him. her, more 
than Joe, are the hypocrisies and the downright vices 
small-town ruling class mercilessly flayed. 


O’Hara has always been ruthless his portrayal 
women wealth and social eminence. Edith Chapin 
selfish and vengeful underneath all her outward 
reserve Clytemnestra. 


But, the surface, this the story Joe Chapin’s 
life, after had gone through the Hill School, Yale, 
Pennsylvania Law, and had entered practice 
ville partnership with the lifetime friend and ad- 
mirer, Arthur McHenry; was personable, affable, 
faithful his wife period late his life; 
flirted with politics fond and vain dream that 
could become, not President the United States, 
least Lieutenant-Governor the Commonwealth 
Pennsylvania. Integral the story are the stories 
his daughter Ann and his son Joby, (Joseph 
since their weaknesses are, indicated, the responsi- 
bility their parents. Woven into the fabric and 
serving its warp dispassionately cold and bitter 
study political tactics, social stratifications, and 
sexual aberrations. Some the scenes are 
tionably shocking and suggest more 
obsession with sex; but they are also certainly credible 
and dangerously unquestionable versimilitude. 
ism times not only borders upon but falls disastrously 
into bad taste; and frankness becomes plain vulgarity, 
This pity, since means that this novel must 
restricted the discriminating adult. 


The manners most the leading citizens this 
fictional Pennsylvania town not far from Reading 
Philadelphia—the arrogantly exclusive group who or- 
ganized and belong The Second Thursdays, well 
others less degree social attainment wealth— 
are for the most part faultless; but their mores, their 
morals, are all but few instances feral and foul. 
These proper Gibbsvillains are, secretly, prone 
perversion devotees Mammon and worshippers 
Baal. The polite pharisaism that wrong only 
found out their basic code conduct. The one 
major character this novel who beyond reproach 
fidelity and integrity Mike Slattery, practical poli- 
tician, father four daughters, from the wrong side 
town, Catholic who governed two deeply rooted 
loyalties: his faith and his family. Mike and Peg 
Slattery are, author O’Hara portrays them, the ideal- 
wedded couple, “more often one than two persons” 
their mutual confidence and trust, their thoughts 
and perceptions. They are worth the whole novel. 


Ten North Frederick is, have said, book for the 
adolescent any age. For some might well in- 
flammatory. But the discriminating and mature adult 
will recognize akin the novels Francois 
Mauriac its cautery and its contempt for the 
landerers, the pretenders and pomposities portrays. 
The ones who should and will most angry with 
will those members small-town aristocracy any- 
where who pose Christians and practice polite 
but pernicious pagans. They are scathingly portrayed 
here, with more mature and more objective, less 
sonal passion than Appointment Samarra, shal- 
low-souled and sensual educated animals. Yet some 
Mr. O’Hara’s scenes are touchingly beautiful: Joe’s 
talk, for instance, with his five-year-old daughter while 
waiting for his son born; and Ann’s 
fiding Harry Jackson, the old and devoted family 
chauffeur. 
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Mr. O’Hara’s talent great. hope that will some- 
time write novel completely worthy his talent 
which one can cavil at. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Frank The Sumner Intrigue 
Doubleday. Dec. 1955. 320p. $3.95. 


Alec and Adelaide Sumner have been married for 
eighteen years. They live the English rural hamlet 
Thorphill, and Alec the local physician. Earlier 
their marriage Adelaide had committed adultery 
with psychiatrist, Teodor Marcus. Alec had dis- 
covered the affair, and threatening reveal Marcus’s 
conduct the British Medical Association, had 
forced the psychiatrist leave England. Adelaide had 
returned Alec, but from then she hated him 
fiercely, and their marriage was failure. 


After many years Marcus returns England, and Ade- 
laide renews her intimacy with him. Alec contracts 
pneumonia and rests near déath; delirium Alec re- 
veals that knows Adelaide has resumed her affair 
with Marcus, and Adelaide attempts have doctor 
kill Alec. Alec, however, safely passes the crisis, and 
automobile accident. 

There should doubt anyone’s mind that Frank 
Swinnerton splendid raconteur. times when 
novels frequently degenerate into misty abstract sym- 
bolism the pitying lucubrations egocentric misfits, 
cheering know that some novelists realize the 
primary importance the narrative element their 
craft. Swinnerton unfolds his tale urbane, ami- 
able and polished manner. the distinctive char- 
acter his work that combines Angela Thirkell 
romantic whimsicality with Chekhovian realism 
tinged with sadness. Swinnerton seems understand 
and portray the thin line between joy and tragedy 
life. Until the fifth last page The Sumner Intrigue 
life may seen awfully tragic just passingly passable. 
When Alec Sumner survives, joy radiates, but life has 
been sadly joyful mixture and has been the edge 
the occasional abyss. 
Swinnerton’s latest novel composed superb style; 
the characters are well delineated, and the overall effect 
both entertaining and thoughtful. The gossiping and 
other activities Thorphill are striking. The char- 
acter Sam Berridge, the village watchmaker, ex- 
well conceived, and the descriptions Alec’s 
Visits his patients could not bettered. While the 
theme infidelity appears, this novel written 
extremely good taste. There profanity ob- 
Adults should find this book rewarding. 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Linington, Elizabeth 

Viking. Nov. 7,1955. 405p. $3.95. 
Contemporary with the early days Elizabeth’s reign 
and while Mary Stuart was still nominally Queen 
Scotland there exploded Ireland fireball, known 


The Proud Man 
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Shane who blistered well the English hands 
before was finally extinguished treachery 1567. 
Lusty, vigorous, dominating, proud, crafty and able, 
Shane became not only Chief the Clan 
but, effect, Prince Ulster, ruler the 
Northern half Ireland, reign, however, enforced 
violence and never secure. the story Shane 
O’Neill and his tumultuously meteoric career from 
1559 until 1567 that told Miss Linington The 
Proud Man. told through the persons Rory 
McGuinness, young clansman who became O’Neill’s 
personal bodyguard, Shane, himself, his captains and 
whole series participants the episodes which are 
linked together the author. 


The story begins with Shane’s election the chieftain- 
ship defiance the treaty signed his Anglophile 
father Con, who had named Matthew Dungannon 
the heir. continues through his scheme win 
the hand Elizabeth, his enforced stay England, his 
successful war against Radcliffe and the destruction 
the English Army, the stealing Catherine MacLean 
from her husband, Calvagh, the O’Donnell, his con- 
quests Antrim and Tyrconnell, his incursions into 
Connaught and Leinster and his final war against the 
English when, tempted the offer thousand mer- 
cenaries could use crush the English, and 
rebellious O’Donnell, was treacherously slain 
Aspuke MacDonnel for the reward 10,000 pounds 
gold offered Elizabeth. 


The story, episodic though is, still rapid and action- 
packed with incident after incident battle, intrigue, 
murder, rapine and violence woven together into 
credible tale those times. Shane pictured 
the typical hero, proud, self-confident, talented 
leader who drew the devotion all about him. But 
was over-weening and could brook opposition. 
When his charm failed win Elizabeth immediate- 
determined revive the High Kingship Ireland, 
for himself course, and thus drive the English 
from Ireland. 


His own desires and his own stubbornness, however, 
thwarted his goal since alienated all his allies and 
was even excommunicated the Pope. could in- 
duce loyalty the conquered clans and consequent- 
could never exert his full force against England. The 
Irish are pictured more less natural men with 
lust for battle, women and food, lust which they 
satiated whenever the opportunity arose. Religion 
not presented playing any major role their lives— 
only strength and violence. There much profanity, 
acceptance prostitution natural; revenge re- 
garded righteous and violence any form con- 
doned. general, the book suitable for adults but 
deserves great recognition. 


Leonard Wolf, 


University Scranton 


Norris, Kathleen The Best Kathleen Norris 
Hanover House. 628p. $3.95. 


Not that makes great deal difference, but there 
happen two associated with this collec- 
tion from one our most prolific writers. Miss Norris 
has been this writing business for quite number 
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years. fact, her first work, Mother, appeared back 
1912. That’s even before this reviewer first saw the 
light day, and now must admit that this his 
first meeting with this author. Miss Norris’ first, how- 
ever, much more important. Among these “best” 
included her first play. about Charles Dickens 
and has never been published before. 


With almost two books year over the last four dec- 
ades, author must shudder when asked face the 
task selecting her best. But Miss Norris not one 
hesitate. she chose, and came with two 
novels: Mother and The American Flaggs; eight short 
stories, six which are taken from the Irish-in-New 
York series; three very brief essays; and the aforemen- 
tioned play. 


Now where does the reviewer begin without doing in- 
justice author this stature? Mother! What 
more need said than that this wonderful senti- 
mental tribute the best woman anyone’s world. 
The American family wealthy, 
proud, clannish, and haughty. Some poor lass marries 
one the worthless offspring while his death- 
bed. And she did simply make him happy 
those agonizing moments. the ingrate recovers, 
makes life unbearably miserable for her until she 
about the point getting divorce and marrying 
one his relatives. Does she? Naturally not! The 
weak-kneed drunkard reforms, the crotchety old 
mother-in-law comes down from her lofty perch and 
everyone lives happily after. 


When comes the short stories, they all seem 
have been cut from the same pattern. Here have 
the older ladies (usually widows) concerned about the 
affairs their neighbors whom they whisper over 
their cups steaming tea. Said neighbors are gen- 
erally the younger lassies who have come from un- 
savory homes who have fallen love with married 
men. The chatterers, more often than not, are quite 
pious women, imploring heaven’s help their own 
humble way. And their own subtle, (not always 
exemplary), way they generally save someone from 
fate worse than death. 

When comes scoundrels, however, you have 
meet Charles Dickens, The Inimitable. Having 
achieved fame and fortune, drives his wife from 
their home, insisting that Georgie, his sister-in-law re- 
main take care the children. Katy accuses Georgie 
having alienated her husband’s affection and the 
sister actually does believe that Charles love with 
her. Not so! Dickens’ eyes have fallen much 
younger and fairer womanhood, thus leaving two 
broken hearts his new conquests. 


Let one fall into the error believing that Miss 
Norris not writer merit. Her characters are 
flesh and blood; they live and breathe, and you get 
know and understand them and their problems. And 
they live with you, long after you have finished their 
stories. Maybe some the plots are bit hackneyed 
read much like the soap operas. Nevertheless the 
entertainment ingredients are there. And Miss Norris 
knows how serve her audience. certainly 
must help kill the monotony housework. How 
else can account for forty years such success? 
And the characters are not completely sound moral 
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individuals, they usually manage come out fairly 


well the end. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Raucat, Thomas The Honorable Picnic 
Viking. Nov. 319p. $3.50. 

Reissued this year, The Honorable Picnic was originally 
published French 1927. Its locale Tokio and its 
environs June, 1922. depicts the Japanese in- 
teresting and civilized. Fifteen years after its original 
publication, its reissue this country would have been 
unthinkable. recall having heard prominent clergy- 
man refer the Japanese 1942 “little yellow 
beasts.” His audience, made Christians, agreed 
heartily with him. Very few Christians America 
the time regretted the extermination the Chris- 
tians Nagasaki 1945. After all, they were Japanese. 
Now that need the help Japan against our former 
associate arms, Russia, the Japanese have again man- 
aged achieve respectability America, and 
therefore possible reissue this delightful volume, 
which might classified “light” novel, for lack 
any more fitting category. 

Thomas Raucat’s book, translated Leonard Cline, 
gives the reader the impression that the various chap- 
ters were written the Japanese participants them- 
selves. European diplomat wishes spend short 


holiday with Japanese girl resort near Tokio. 


Some his male friends believe that the foreigner will 
enjoy his holiday more they accompany him unin- 
vited the holiday jaunt. The young girl concerned 
invites two her women friends accompany her 
the holiday trip. One these friends brings along her 
two-year-old son. The complications which follow con- 
stitute the material for the book. Much really 
humorous; the end the story, however, starkly 
tragic development makes terrific impression upon the 
reader. Intended for adults, has unique flavor 
which you will not soon forget. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Martindale, S.J., The Castle and the Ring 
Kenedy. Nov. 17,1955. 280p. $3.75. 
“And entering into the house, they found the child with 


Mary his mother, and falling down they adored him; and 

opening their treasures, they offered him gifts; gold, 

cense, and myrrh.” 
What happened the gifts brought Bethlehem 
the Magi? The Castle and the Ring gives the 
Its story mixture history, legend, and imagina- 
tion intended its author only “recreation”; but 
the reader absorbs from also intimate view early 
Christianity, Catholic life various periods history, 
many saints the Church, and number famous 
personages, all reported with carefully authentic detail. 


series dated vignettes Part trace the gifts from 
Luke the Physician the nineteenth century. 
secution Laodikia results destruction the 
incense and myrrh 165, and the gold then made 
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into ornament. survives this form until Con- 
stantine has turned into ring for St. Helena. 

Thereafter the ring has many adventures and witnesses 
the whole course the Middle Ages, Renaissance, and 
modern world. Inevitably, too, transforms the lives 
all who give receive it. Simeon Stylites, St. Gene- 
vieve, Queen Clotilda, Gregory Tours, Clovis, Al- 
cuin, Bernard Clairvaux, St. Hildegard, Francis 
Assisi, Catherine Sienna—all these and more 
enter its history before Augustinian friar bestows 
Hugh Medd, English pilgrim Cortona. 


Thus the ring travels Medby Castle northern 
England, where reposes cave chapel symbol 
the Medd’s staunch Catholicism throughout the re- 
ligious strife that ranges from Henry VIII the eight- 
eenth century. the close this part, however, one 
branch the family drifts into mixed marriage and 
away from the Church. 

Part II, more fanciful and allegorical, relates the life 
Rupert Medd, the renegade line, grows from 
youthful agnosticism into awakened Catholicism. 
Even when his life-long friend Robert Brent con- 
verted, resists the Church; but the lessons the 
Boer and World wars are followed his inheritance 
the title and estate, which place him within the 
preternatural influence the ring. the chapel 
eventually accepts the Old Faith his ancestors. From 
Russia, whither later goes with missionary purpose, 
Rupert sends the ring back Robert, who has em- 
bedded chalice that gives priest enroute 
Palestine that will returned its origin. 


Did all this, any it, really happen? When his 
story was appearing serially The Pylon, Father Mar- 
tindale often was asked this question. His reply that 
Part tries abide documented history; Part II, 
which allegorizes the everlasting 
quality divine truth and grace symbolized the 
ring, contrast with perishable human achievements 
and vicissitudes seen the lives the Medds amid 
the moil modern life, frankly the work 
novelist. But comes from novelist who perceives 
the hand Providence man’s affairs and capable 
representing artistic narrative without becoming 
sermonic obvious. 
This kind mixture fact and fancy difficult 
write well. easily degenerates into believe-it-or-not 
history, John Erskine flippancy, pure imagination. 
Partly Father Martindale’s success due precise dat- 
ing, admirable reserve that respects his material but 
disdains fanaticism, and mature assimilation the 
spirit each age and culture depicted. The chief 
factor, however, prose style ideally suited the 
Purpose: mixture poetic charm, factual adequacy, 
and chaste rhetoric that once relaxing and in- 
vigorating. The Castle and the Ring will provide im- 
Pressive reading, Christmas any time, for everyone. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


This Best Humor 
$5.00. 


Burnett, Whit (ed.) 

Dial. Dec. 1955. 552p. 
Since artists are notoriously poor critics their own 
asking author cartoonist select his best 
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piece for anthology risky business. Whit Burnett 
has taken that risk with better results than might have 
been anticipated. has gathered together the choice 
pieces some the best contemporary humorists and 
many instances the reader will enthusiastically 
second the authors’ choices. 


Some the first essays the book are not very promis- 
ing since they offer what has come the conven- 
tional, labored treatment human ineffectuality. After 
short space, however, there appears the perfect classic 
this genre, Paul Jennings’ “Report Resisten- 
tialism.” splendidly delicate piece satire, with 
even the use topical names made inoffensive. From 
there the fare mixed, with the good predominating 
and the excellent sometimes shining forth, Ruth 
McKenney’s story her grandfather’s dog and James 
Thurber’s “Alarms Night.” Only occasionally does 
some tired old stuff make itself evident. 


This book would very pleanant thing, with con- 
tents ranging from the strained but mildly amusing 
the hilarious were not for some the cartoons and 
two the short stories. The cartoons are, general, 
singularly uninspired lot—far inferior the essays, 
stories verses—and some them are perfect object 
lessons how attempt being risqué can end 
adolescent crudity. The short stories Jean Dutourd 
and Christopher Morley are classified satirical but 
the classification seems only fruitless effort 
justify their inclusion anthology humor. Why 
the author thought them humorous mystery. Du- 
tourd’s story adventure sex lacks any distinc- 
tion and Morley’s over-written description sexual 
morbidity has nothing recommend except rare 
flashes verbal brilliance. Burnett almost suc- 
ceeded assembling tasteful anthology. 


Rosenberg, Eleanor 


Leicester, Patron Letters 
Columbia University. 


1955. 395p. $5.25. 


The long and often fulsome dedication, that prominent 
feature Elizabethan books, has seldom been con- 
sidered reliable source information. Eleanor Rosen- 
berg recognizes the limitations the individual flatter- 
ing preface but she has assembled and studied all the 
dedications one personage—Robert Dudley, earl 
Leicester—to see whether the sum could contribute 
knowledge that the parts not: 


Though the suspicion insincerity aroused one 
preface merely compounded, not modified, hun- 
dred, this compilation does throw light the recipient 
the dedications and the problem patronage. 
may not provide any new conclusions about the way 
which writers chose and cultivated patrons but 
does make obvious, sheer abundance concrete 
examples, the fears, the trials, Elizabethan writers, 
their scurryings for favor and, the part the ruling 
powers, the calculated utilization letters for propa- 
And though Leicester’s life not Doctor Rosen- 
berg’s subject—reflecting the prefaces, she shows him 
only the most favorable light—the collected titles 
books offered him, the sketches authors who ap- 
pealed him, and the assembled expressions grati- 
tude made him illustrate his interests and his activi- 
ties. very few these instances there any evi- 
dence that Leicester helped his protégés financial 
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cost himself; and, general, the value noble- 
man’s acceptance book made clearer this 
compilation. collecting all these prefaces, however, 
and co-ordinating them with wealth pertinent data, 
Dr. Rosenberg establishes the useful, not very sur- 
prising, conclusion that the writers who turned 
Leicester for patronage were sympathetic with his 
tical and religious views and that sometimes ren- 
dered material assistance men letters. 

Dr. Rosenberg has put together great deal informa- 
tion. Many the incidental conclusions she draws 
from her facts are controvertible, not invalid, but she 
marshals her material well. When she steps aside from 
her immediate area competence, however, she shows 
too great tendency toward facile dogmatism. She 
should not, course, held open criticism 
points cutside the scope her work but, inevitably, 
she does voice Elizabethan political and 
religious controversies and these opinions are certainly 
open criticism. Dr. Rosenberg follows quite trust- 
ingly old and now largely outmoded doctrine 
Elizabethan controversies. may sympathy with 
the man she writes about that leads her into partisan 
presentation; but the fact that she writes history with 
the who molded the thought 
English Protestants the days when history was 
considered medium for apologetics rather than 


objective science. 
William Hill, 
St. Isaac Jogues Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


The Retrial Joan Arc 
Translated Cohen. Foreword Katherine Anne 
Porter. Harcourt, Brace. Nov. 1955. 250p. $4.75. 
The Retrial Joan Arc not another biography 
Saint Joan. presentation extracts from the 
evidence and depositions offered her second 
which was begun twenty years after her execution and 
which resulted the the first trial and 
the “rehabilitation” the Maid. 

Despite its great histcrical importance, the record 
this second trial has been wholly unavailable English 
now and there has keen only fragmentary edi- 
tion French. Even huge and. unwieldy 
Latin transcription 1841 has been almost impossible 
procure. Mme. Pernoud has filled this lack means 
tremendous labor scholarship and devotion, and 
has now made these vital documents available 
firmly organized and compact form. 

Sometimes Mme. Pernoud’s book made tedious 
tangles names and dates and minor details, the 
weight repetitious testimony, the formulas ques- 
tion and reply the depositions the witnesses, and 
the rehabilitation inquiry. Yet just these quali- 
ties accuracy, thoroughness, limitless patience 
scholarship which give the book its purpose and value. 
And there much that fresh and exciting even 
the legalistic account Joan’s life: anecdote, 
scene, fragment testimony about Saint Joan will 
suddenly bring her back life, and place her vividly 
real situation. 

Another source excitement the book lies the 
personality the author. Mme. Pernoud from time 
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time makes anything but objective comments the 
historical figures and the evidence she dealing with. 
Nationalistic feeling and devotion Joan rouse her 
unscholarly but affecting anger against the English 
and, more, against the French “cowards” and “benefice- 
hunters” who collaborated the conviction and put- 
ting-to death the nineteen-year-old saint. But this 
not say that Mme. Pernoud has substituted judg- 
ment and interpretation for fact. All the facts and all 
the documents are presented, and the author’s edi- 
torializing kept distinctly separate from the material 
the case. 


The Retrial Joan Arc does not offer the satisfaction 
that almost any biography Saint Joan does; but, 
course, was not intended to. Its focus, obviously, 
the second trial, and source book, record 
historical fact, rather than the story life. 
antidote the floods loose speculation written about 
Saint Joan, collection documents frequently 
thrilling their viva voce, eye-witness authenticity. 
And the essence Saint Joan not these pages, 
could not expect find any book. She was 
unique—inexplicable and miraculous. 


Richard Horchler, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Binns, Archie 
Mrs. Fiske and the American Theatre 
Crown. Dec. 436p. $5.00. 


Mrs. Fiske and the American Theatre the kind 
biography that makes person wonder why anyone 
reads fiction! Although tremendous amount 
search must have gone into it, the book wears its 
scholarship lightly—even pertly—and the rich docu- 
mentation never obtrusive. Here biographer who 
knows his subject, his facts and his craft. Mr. Binns 
studies Minnie Fiske’s life conjunction with the 
sons and social forces that influenced and molded it; 
evaluates her contribution the theatre with objec- 
tivity and skill. the preface Mr. Binn’s states: “She 
was much and many different things that sum- 
mary can only nibble around the edges and dislodge 
few crumbs.” crumbs they be, they prove more ap- 
petizing and satisfying the reader than many 
called literary banquet. 

Born theatrical family 1864 Minnie Maddern 
Fiske was only two years age when she began 
accompany her actress mother the theatre and 
learned know “the odoriferous medley gas, paint 
and mold dear the hearts all true children the 
stage.” From that moment until her death 1932 
Mrs. Fiske lived and for the theatre. 


There were many facets Mrs. Fiske’s colorful and 
complex personality and Archie Binns examines 
illumines them all. result the biography fasci- 
nating from beginning end and the task choosing 
high-lights for review difficult one. However, 


two facts should mentioned because their effect 
the contemporary theatre. 

February 15, 1894, Mrs. Fiske gave single pet 
formance Doil’s House and with cracked the 
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solid front twenty-year-old American opposition 
Ibsen. Thereafter she became the outstanding ex- 
ponent realism all areas dramatic production. 
With her talent and popularity she was able develop 
the taste for this type entertainment such degree 
that realism still dominates our theatre. 


For many the most exciting part this biography will 
the section that deals with Mrs. Fiske’s war with the 
great Frohman Theatre Syndicate. This trust con- 
trolled all the first class theatres America, had firm 
hold those England and Australia, and reached 
into France and Germany. Minnie Fiske was the only 
artist who refused surrender Syndicate terms. 
she had play first class audiences third 
class houses, parks and tennis courts. Finally, 
after twelve years battle, Charles Frohman offered 
Mrs. Fiske the use any Syndicate house—on her own 
terms. The diminutive red-head had won her long 
fight. She had stood alone pinpoint resistance 
but the pinpoint was diamond hard and split the 
trust.” 


Mrs. Fiske Mr. Binns has found valiant and fasci- 
nating woman; him, she has been given the ideal 
biographer. them both owe vote thanks! 
Mrs. Fiske and the American Theatre recommended 
for every reading list! 

Sister Gregory, O.P., 

Rosary College, 

River Forest, Illinois 


Cuneo, Ernest Life with Fiorello 
Macmillan. Oct. 18,1955. 209p. $4.00. 


Fiorello Guardia was sworn Mayor New 
York City the home Judge Samuel Seabury 
midnight Jannary 1934. Twelve years later 
gave the office with public reputation being 
New York’s greatest mayor. Guardia had crusaded 
for good government. succeeded chasing Tam- 
many Hall out the City Hall and for three consecu- 
tive terms mayor inspired sense civic decency 
the people the five boroughs. That the period 
Guardia’s life which all remember. was 
only yesterday. 


Ernest Cuneo was Guardia’s law clerk and became 
Guardia’s staff when Fiorello, “the 
Little Flower,” was the House Representatives. 
This entertaining morsel personal reminiscences 
concerned entirely with Guardia’s Congressional 
career. Guardia represented the Twentieth Con- 
gressional District, the area upper Manhattan 
bounded the north 120th Street, the south 
100th Street, the west Lexington Avenue, and 
the east the East River. Its core was 116th 
Street and Lexington Avenue; and the population was 
predominantly Italian, Jewish and Puerto Rican. 
served his district well; his work day was twelve 
fourteen hours; never turned constitutent away. 
Service was his credo. And this book abounds with 
amusing stories Fiorello, his friends, his enemies. 


Guardia’s law clerk, Cuneo had easy task. 

was working for human dynamo. For example, 
the day before moved impeach Andrew Mellon, 
Guardia set Cuneo the task looking the entire 
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history Cabinet impeachments. Here, think, Cuneo 
has made major error: refers page Sec- 
retary War named Belton; this reviewer believes that 
the man question Belknap, one Grant’s Secre- 
taries who was impeached 1869. There was never 
Secretary War named Belton. However, when 
Cuneo produced the material for the “Major” 
Guardia praised him publicly and referred 
him “youth who would become the first Latin 
President the United States.” For the rest Fio- 
rello’s days, Cuneo was “Mr. President.” 


There was never dull moment while Guardia was 
around. Cuneo has praise and criticism for his hero. 
reveals the Little Flower man with brimstone 
vocabulary, lover children, hater male ballet 
dancers, and sworn enemy crooks. Guardia 
had fierce sense humor, and was not above playing 
practical jokes his associates. 


the whole this one the most delightful little 
stories come along some time. For those who love 
New York, this almost required reading. The photo- 
graphs Guardia are excellent. Some.of the lan- 
guage, especially the constant use the Lord’s name, 
could have been omitted. The book would also profit 
from the addition index permit quick reference 
some the more memorable tales and anecdotes. 
Otherwise, young and old may well profit from Life 
with Fiorello. part the story “great guy.” 


Chairman, History Department, 
Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Stevenson, Elizabeth Henry Adams 
Macmillan. Nov. 29,1955. 425p. $6.00. 


“Enigma,” frequent verdict American literary history 
writer Henry Adams, handy, all-purpose word 
have the case this inscrutable personality. While 
Adams, moment septic self-amusement, called 
himself conservative Christian anarchist,” literary 
cognoscenti have variously labelled him cynic, arch- 
individualist, American Hamlet, mystico pantheist, 
genius with “satanic kink.” This man, who toward 
the close his life could write with baleful urbanity 
that feared was peril becoming Christian, 
was also the author Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres, 
scholarly book plethoric with resplendent misconcep- 
tions about the place devotion Our Lady thir- 
teenth-century Catholicism. Miss Stevenson’s biography 
this Harvard brahmin turned diplomat, journalist, 
medievalist, novelist, and literary gadfly the Gilded 
Age and polluted politics, does not attempt disprove 
the “enigma” epithet. But the end the book, the 
thoughtful reader will certainly have concluded the 
justness the label. 


Written style that shows control, high-precision, 
and low-key color keeping with the subject, this 
biography model objectivity. (The bibliography, 
exhaustive notes, and minutely itemized indices the 
end the book, also recommend case-study for 
aspiring biographers.) Miss Stevension does not try 
give what Robert Louis Stevenson would call 
snow-and-ink portrait” her shadowy subject. Over- 
simplification the odyssey brilliant mind, broad- 
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awake its own somewhat debonair retreat into de- 
spair, would sophomoric blunder the part 
any biographer. What Miss Stevenson does then 
study that cards out the abundant evidence 
Adams’s correspondence and celebrated, still eso- 
teric, writings, the multiple strands ever darkening 
doubts that the end seem have bound over this 
desperate man his spiritual wasteland. The author, 
for the most part, betrays tendency hurrah for 
“hero.” She does not try beat her data into ready- 
mix batter her own presuppositions. However, this 
reviewer felt that some readers might justifiably infer 
the last few chapters implicit auctorial admiration 
for Adam’s chilly, beau geste resignation, the scholar 
waited for death the blank wall his skepticism. 
The biographer’s expository comments and insights 
the grim stages Adams’s famous reeducation de- 
spair never appear outrun the evidence her 
sources; the panels exposition chord well content 
and intensity with the factual development her 
study. Her virtues biographer emerge brilliantly 
beginning with the twelfth chapter, the account the 
suicide Adams’s wife, (by cyanide potassium), the 
emotional climacteric that caused the first brutal dis- 
coloration Adams’s despair—a despair never heal, 
but spread ruinously into blackening wound that 
dead-alive soul for the last two decades 
life. 


The mature reader, rooted spiritual absolutes, may 
sense something vaguely horripilating this story 
genius with tragic flaw who showed the end his 
life almost virtual willingness lower upon himself 
the lid the coffin his intellectual lostness. But 
even then was more enigma, for left 
secreted old wallet found after his death, his now 
famous prayer-poem the Virgin Chartres which 
Alfred Noyes calls one the most remarkable 
denly lays bare the profound hunger mind robbed 


its spiritual heritage.” 
Thomas Rowan, C.SS.R., 
St. Mary’s College, 
North East, Pennsylvania 


Wisbey, Herbert A., Jr. Soldiers Without Swords 
Macmillan. Nov. 20, 1955. 242p. $4.00. 


his preface the author states his purpose “to provide 
concise, accurate, objective history the Salvation 
Army the United States that would use both 
Salvationists and students American social and 
religious history.” successful degree, and 
that degree this book valuable addition the 
literature dealing with this and 
movements. Unfortunately, however, seldom rises 
above the level descriptive narration; and this 
reviewer’s impression that full understanding the 
Salvation Army and its accomplishments requires 
dimensions not gained the sources employed 
Dr. Wisbey. 

The history the Salvation Army America faith- 
fully recorded here, from its beginning English 
invasion launching its first “attack” New York City 
variety theatre, through the early trials and scornful 
rebuffs which was subjected, through internal dis- 
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sensions and schisms, into the “era respectability” 
which its good works received lavish public plaudits 
and support. The author carefully describes its de- 
veloping organizational structure spread across 
growing nation and repeatedly notes the pattern 
semi-military discipline which bound even the major 
figures its past. The peak events its history are 
also here: the various Jubilee congresses, General Wil- 
liam Booth’s triumphal speaking tours, the succession 
changes command. And enthusiastic note taken 
the magnificent work the Army has done feeding 
and housing homeless men and wayward women, 
aiding victims sudden catastrophe, serving the 
fighting men two World Wars—and fitting all 
these into its overall dedication personal and moral 
regeneration. 


Yet there much that not here, probably through 
fault the author. The full story the Salvation 
Army does not end with the bare facts historic 
events. adequate history will necessarily rest upon 
the spiritual works its has performed; this might well 
require history the movement told terms 
integrated series intimate biographies its leaders, 
its rank-and-file workers, and some representative mem- 
bers the spiritual salvage for which claims credit. 
failing more clearly within the range historian’s 
competence concerns the background dynamics many 
these events the author reports. For example, the 
coverage given the major schisms and shifts leader- 
ship based newspaper accounts, editorials and 
public letters published the Salvation Army’s War 
Cry, and reports included available (often 
cial”) biographies the principals involved. Since 
through much the Army’s history was some- 
thing closed “family corporation,” would seem 
that one indispensable source would the personal 
letters, records, and reports that circulated among the 
various members the Booth family. Failing the in- 
sights that could gained only from such documents— 
and quite clear that these data were not available 
firsthand the author—these crises, and many the 
normal operations reported here are closed the fuller 
understanding the movement which should the 
fruit history such Dr. Wisbey sought produce. 


Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Asimov, Isaac and William Boyd 
Races and People 


Abelard-Schuman. Nov. 29, 1955. 189p (26 maps and 


diagrams). $2.75. 

This very good book race. Its audience includes 
fourth year High School and early college students and 
the general reading public. And very important 
that have such readable and correct book race, 
because various forms racism are culturally inherent 
most us. racism mean the fact that people 
think that other peoples are inferior not only because 
their customs differ, but because they belong other 
racial groups, that there connection between “their 
queer customs” and their different race. This attitude 
is, course, dangerous, home and abroad. find 
from work with the Institute Mission Studies, 
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which designed train missionaries more aptly for 
their foreign work, that even the most zealous and 
charitable are infected with varying degrees 
racism. 


Races and People points out simple language, (and 
yet without pulling technical punches terminology), 
the minor biological and other value racial differ- 
ences, how difficult analyze race, and how 
start the proper analysis race has been made with 
the aid the science genetics. 


There are, inevitably, some minor technical points 
which this reviewer would like dwell, this were 
technical anthropological review; however, the highest 
compliment will paid this book the reviewer 
when makes his college students read it. should 
emphasized that Races and People recommended 
for wide general reading, not merely for college stu- 


dents. 
Franklin Ewing, 
Associate Professor Anthropology, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Zaharias, Babe Didrikson, told Harry Paxton 
This Life I’ve Lead; Autobiography 
Barnes. Nov. 1955. 242p. $4.00. 


1949 Babe Didrikson Zaharias was voted greatest 
female athlete the half century the Associated 
Press, testimony brilliant career sports from 
sudden fame during the 1932 Olympic Games gain- 
ing the title Women’s Champion the world golf. 
between and later the number victories and 
near victories almost all branches athletics, but 
particularly golf, reached unusual proportions. 


“All life I’ve had the urge things better than 
anyone else” writes Babe Zaharias and seems have 
been this ambition that provided the incentive required 
for long hours practice and sustained win 
through when the competitive odds seemed almost in- 
surmountable, the most notable example being her 
comeback golf after undergoing major cancer surgery, 
which won for her the Ben Hogan Trophy. This fight 
overcome the physical weaknesses following her seri- 
ous illness has likely made the public more aware 
Babe Zaharias than any her sports’ achievements 
could have done. was difficult accept the situa- 
tion the first place, but Mrs. Zaharias states that she 
could because “my idea has always been that 
whatever God intended for this life, along 
with.” (p. 201) 


Norwegian ancestry, Mildred Ella (Babe) Didrikson 
was born Port Arthur, Texas, and grew Beau- 
mont. Her family was poor but happy, with parents 
and children mutually devoted. After exhibiting re- 
markable skill high school basketball, she became 
the protégée Col. McCombs, who directed the 
women’s athletic program the Employers Casualty 
Company Dallas, and star athlete. Under his 
subtle prodding, she ventured into various fields and 
captured many titles become the wonder girl 
Sport. result, her services were much demand 
but the Employers Casualty matched all offers re- 
tain her. Fame brought fortune and the pleasure 
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assisting her parents and family. traveling the golf 
circuits Babe Didrikson met the wrestler George Zaha- 
rias, and married him. Zaharias has guided her career 
and his instigation she took the British Women’s 
Amateur golf title 1947, the first American so. 
This victory more than any other served establish 
the championship quality Babe Zaharias’ game. 


During her lifetime Mrs. Zaharias has met many famous 
figures the sporting and entertainment world and 
with these she most home; through skilled adapta- 
tion her given talents she has become internationally 
famous; but none these things has turned the head 
the girl from Beaumont who set out win. Numer- 
ous photographs give graphic support the many 
events mentioned the autobiography and show Babe 
Zaharias unpretentious, warm-hearted woman 
and good sport. 

The book was written collaboration with Harry Pax- 
ton whose preface tribute the subject for her 
personal charm and natural virtues. tape recorder 
was used Mrs. Zaharias reviewed her life and the 
native flavor her mode speech has been retained. 


she completed her autobiography recurrence 
the illness she thought she had conquered took place 
and this review written sport headlines refer her 
engaged new battle for life. Whatever the out- 
come, one feels that accepting the challenge Babe 
Zaharias will fight the finish and take the decision 
good spirit. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Pope, Edwin Football Greatest Coaches 
Tupper Love. Oct. 1955. 334p. $2.95. 


consider Georgia sports columnist Edwin Pope’s debut 
author successful one. would recommend 
this book, (with excellent foreword Bill Corum), 
all sports fans. coach feel that better 
understanding our problems would result all fans 
were read this book. 


The book comprised twenty-eight short sketches, 
depicting the lives men who made great contribu- 
tions modern football and also the American way 
life—from Amos Alonzo Stagg, who coached for 
three-quarters century and the fabulous Knute 
Rockney Notre Dame present day greats such 
Bul Wilkinson Oklahoma and Jim Tatum Mary- 
Each sketch includes biography, records and 
achievements, methods that contributed their great- 
ness and little known facts about the human side 
coaching. presents specific the influence 
exerted coaches developing the “whole man” and 
preparing him for the battle life not just the battle 
Saturday afternoon. Many the anecdotes were 
new and all them are interesting, often 
humorous. 

obvious that large amount research was done 
compiling the facts—facts that are not “cloaked” 
often the case writing the lives famous men. 
The twenty-eight men were selected vote more 
than fifty the nation’s top sports writers. not 
question the choice these twenty-eight fully 
aware their right this distinction. However, al- 
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though may prejudiced, believe that injustice 
was done the omission college coach, Jim 
Crowley Fordham fame. During Coach Crowley’s 
tenure Fordham, played the strongest teams 
the country and amassed record second none. 

The name Pete Carlesimo, told, not con- 


spicuous its absence. 
Carlesimo, 


Director Athletics, 
University Scranton 


Todd, James and Todd, Janet Maclean 

Voices from the Past. Classical Anthology 

for the Modern Reader 
With Introduction Sir Maurice Bowra. 
Sept. 22, 1955. $6.50. 
This anthology that more than fulfills the ambi- 
possible within the limits volume its size, 
unusually well-balanced, and reflects impeccable 
literary judgment and taste the selections chosen. 
most welcome feature the inclusion passages 
from Christian Greek and Latin writers. The Intro- 
duction short (pp. 25-35), but the editors, both 
Classical scholars long experience, have succeeded 
giving the modern reader—who can now usually 
presumed Latinless well Greekless—a clear, 
accurate, and brightly written survey Ancient Greek 
and Latin literature, including sympathetic and dis- 
cerning appreciation the qualities and significance 
the Christian contribution. Thus, St. Augustine 
characterized follows: “Though classical remem- 
brances remained, the great Augustine, himself passion- 
ately devoted Virgil and Cicero, transmuted the 
Latin language into something more fitted for the needs 
his day and later ages, discovering new 
powers warmth, personality, exact philosophy, and 
spiritual ecstacy which made almost new speech.” 


Nearly 150 ancient authors collections find place 
the anthology. the quantitative side, the longest 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author ahd Review 
FICTION 
Marjorie Morningstar (Ila) Wouk Sept. 
Andersonville (IIb) Kantor Nov. 
Cash McCall (IIa) Hawley Nov. 
Man the Gray Flannel Suit (Ila) Wilson Aug. 
The Tontine (Ila) Costain 
Auntie Mame Dennis Oct. 
These Lovers Fled Away (Ila) Spring Nov. 
Something Value Ruark May 
The Golden Journey (1) Turnbull Dec. 
The Smiling Rebel Kane Nov. 
Time for Sergeants Hyman Oct. 
Band Angels (Ila) Warren Sept. 
NON-FICTION 
Gift from the Sea (Ila) Lindbergh June 
Inside Africa Gunther Oct. 
The Edge the Sea (1) Carson Nov. 
Power Positive Thinking (Ila) Peale Aug. 15, 
Near and Yet Far (1) 
The Family Man (1) Steichen Oct. 
Papa’s Wife Bjorn Oct. 


Todd Gibbings 


selections are from Homer and Vergil, but the selec- 
tions from the other great classical writers are adequate. 
There one selection from the Book Wisdom, but 
was decided not include selections from the New 
Testament because easily available everyone. 
The Early and works represented are: 
The Didache, St. Ignatius, Epistle Diognetus, Tertul- 
lian, St. Cyprian, St. Athanasius, Paulinus Nola, St. 
Ambrose, Prudentius, St. Jerome, Synesius, St. Augus- 
tine, Socrates, Boethius. place Socrates, one might 
prefer Eusebius, and one misses Lactantius and St. 
Hilary. 

The translations have been selected the basis 
their merits—as judged the editors; and the editors 
themselves have furnished number new and very 
good renderings. There remarkable variety the 
choice translators, for seme 150 different translators 
are represented. Old and new translations are used 
side side, ranging from King Alfred’s version 
Boethius the new translations made Mr. and 
Mrs. Todd. The reviewer would have preferred 
read the “Anatomy Winter” from Hesiod stand- 
ard English rather than the Scotch dialect version 
chosen, but that matter personal taste. 


The book beautifully printed and bound, furnished 
with nine full-page illustrations, map, and indices 
translators and authors. This excellent anthology 
every way. ideal prize gift book. 


Martin McGuire, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Gibbings, Robert from Montparnasse 
Dutton. Nov. 28, 1955. $5.00. 

The title this, the twelfth Mr. Gibbings’ books, 
somewhat deceiving inasmuch one would expect 
the book about Montparnasse and Montparnasse 
alone. That not the case, however. Unable secure 
studio Paris pursue his painting, author Gibbings 
goes, after month frustrated searching, the Ile 
the Bay Biscay. few weeks later returns 
Paris with the hope that, now that the art schools 
have closed for the season and most the artists have 
gone the country, will able locate atelier. 
Again was wrong; there were none had. Off 
goes then Venice, the Bay Naples, and thence 
once again Paris. Looking good deal like trave- 
logue first, Trumpets from Montparnasse turns out 
something much more charming, readers 
Mr. Gibbings’ previous books will know. recreates 
the atmosphere place, tells the popular legends 
lated him the people, portrays those people graphi- 
cally with their manners and customs 
cies, they French, Italian English. 


Mr. Gibbings paints travels, too; and eight his 
paintings are reproduced this volume, with full com- 
ment their creation; there are, besides, about thirty 
etchings Mr. Gibbings which illustrates his travel 
text. 


There humor and pathos and art 
Gibbings visits the galleries and museums wherever 
goes—anecdotes some famous literateurs, e.g., Theo- 
phile Gautier. Mr. Gibbings rambles, delightfully and 
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informatively. will make you eager trace his 


travels yourself. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Leithauser, Joachim Worlds Beyond the Horizon 
Knopf. Nov. 14, 1955. 412p. $6.75. 


For twenty-four centuries recorded history man has 
been engaged that most fascinating pastimes— 
discovering what lay over the horizon, just how green 
the grass really was beyond the next hill. the history 
exploration there many epic tale courage and 
heroism, persistence and determination, toil and 
labor, failure and success. Uncounted reams paper 
have been used describing the hopes and dreams, the 
successes and discoveries those intrepid men who 
ventured out into the unknown search kudos, 
material and immaterial. the concentra- 
tion these accounts into single readable volume, 
encompassing all major exploration history, something 
herculean task. little wonder and possibly 
less blame when such attempt falls somewhat short 
success does the present case. That the 
author should have succeeded well did his 
task tribute his writing ability. 

The book divided into three parts. the first, en- 
titled “Out into the Ocean,” the author gives general 
history the major oceanic voyages beginning with that 
Hanno, the Carthaginian, around the west coast 
Africa, laying most stress the voyage Columbus 
the New World and those the Portuguese around 
the southern tip Africa India but including Magel- 
lan’s Cook’s voyages and many others 
such those Cabot and Hudson. The second part 
called “Into the Heart the Continent” and includes 
both exploration, exploitation and settlement. Ojeda, 
Balboa, Cortez, Pizzaro, Orellano, the German explorers 
Bolivia, Humboldt and many others are the major 
characters for South America; Léon, Soto, 
Salle, Champlain, Frontenac, Marquette, Hennepin, 
Joliet, Lewis and Clarke and others explored North 
America; Parks, Livingstone and Stanley penetrated the 
Dark Continent; Marco Polo and host missionaries 
and traders penetrated Asia. Part three: “The Adven- 
ture Goes On,” deals with exploration the Arctic 
Ocean and the Antarctic Continent, including all but 
this year’s Byrd expedition. The last chapter this 
section deals with possibilities further exploration 
into space. 


Translated adequately from the German Hugh Mer- 
tick and illustrated with numerous portraits and maps 
not too good quality Worlds Beyond the Horizon 
book which one would like recommend because 
the sweep the story which swiftly paced and 
narrative covering long span interesting 
history. There are, however, several defects which 
would prevent unqualified recommendation. his- 
tory exploration much too superficial and gives 
adequate coverage only few the incidents in- 
volved. The author seems have formed definite 
opinions and then presented them the only possible 
meaning events. His view history and 
development mainly English and the Church men- 
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tioned several occasions repressive force the 
spread knowledge although missionaries are given 
credit several instances for valuable contributions. 
the whole the book recommendable any adult 
reader who will recognize its deficiencies. 


Thurston, Herbert Surprising Mystics 
Regnery. Oct. 17, 1955. 238p. $3.95. 

Crehan here edits some more the results 
Father Thurston’s tireless study occult, bizarre and 
mystifying phenomena. The chapters this book first 
appeared separate articles The Month The 
Tablet between 1921 and 1939. The individuals dis- 
cussed (in all but one case, women) lived between the 
13th and the 20th centuries and are arranged without 
any apparent order. All the chapters have this 
common that they sketch the strange activities 
“border-line cases.” are given panorama lives 
which, though outwardly pious, were unusual that 
the Church hesitated give them her unequivocal 
approval. But study manifestations stigmata, 
luminosities, hierognosis, and other phenomena, where 
these things were not evidently accompanied heroic 
virtue, help emphasize that not signs and 
wonders but true internal humility and love God 
that sanctity consists. 


classify all abnormal psychic phenomena either 
fraudulent, diabolical divine. ought admit 
the existence small class persons who lived 
atmosphere extravagance and miracle, but who are 
not necessarily either impostors saints. There seem 
exceptional people whom the relations between 
body and mind not appear follow the laws ob- 
servable other healthy human beings who form the 
majority the race. 

This interesting, somewhat diffuse, mélange 
unusual people and doings which should delight the 
curious, forewarn the overly-credulous and confound 
the simplist who too facilely explains the relation 
mind matter. 


Edward Sponga, S.J., Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department Philosophy, 
University Scranton 


Lane, Joe Heirs Heaven 
Michael Book Co. Dec. 1955. 72p. $1.00. 


Those who found Joe Lane’s cartoons Our Little Nuns, 
More Little Nuns, The Fathers, not only amusing but 
affectionate will delighted with another bundle 
refreshing gaiety this collection which finds that 
humor not banished from the lives those who dedi- 
cate themselves service the Lord convent and 
parish church. matter who you may be, these 
cartoons will bring chuckles without risking single 
blush. Thanks, Mr. Lane. 


MYSTERY AND DETECTION 


Schurr, Cathleen Dark Encounter 
Rinehart. Dec. 1955. 244p. $2.75. 

mixed-up motives and ridiculous 
murder plot. The only plus value the setting; film- 
making company. Operations must conducted 


& Sa 
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almost absolute darkness, hence the reason for the 
title. The hero engineer the plant who 
interesting pumpkin pie after twelve course 
Thanksgiving dinner. the habit talking 
himself some the most inept and juvenile dialogue 
the year. 


Verdict: You can’t Schurr, it’s this encounter! 


Simenon The Fugitive 
Doubleday. Dec. 191p. $2.95. 


The prolific author who produces his own book-of-the- 
month twelve times year! The result this time 
superficial study interesting idea. introverted 
would-be intellectual, Elie Waskow, attempts the rob- 
bery and murder fellow student, Michael 
Liege. quarter century later they meet Carlson 
City. the The murderer? 


seems apparent that Simenon’s effort come 
with novel action has only partially succeeded. 
minimizing the torment and confusion 
Elie, the author gives unsympathetic hero, seem- 
ingly incapable giving receiving love and who 
resentful his own deficiency. Potentially, tragic 
and exciting idea for any novel, let alone mystery. 
Somehow, unfortunately, this idea trickled away be- 
tween the keys Simenon’s typewriter and the result 
flat and disappointing bare-bones scenario. 


John Coppinger, 
Rye, New York 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Head, Department Librarianship 
Marywood College, Scranton, Pennsylvania 

**Indicates: Specially Recommended 

*Indicates: Recommended 
Adams, Lyna Lamp Unto Feet 
Vantage. Aug. 24,1955. 84p. $2.00. 


Briefly, the story concerns Marius, officer the 
Roman Legion, who sent Palestine the time 
Christ and there falls love with Mary Magdalene. 
There are several historical inaccuracies: Marius sent 
Palestine “to strife that about arise be- 


tween the Jews and new religious This new 
order call themselves Christians.” The followers 
Christ were not called Christians until long after His 
death. Peter seen walking with Mary Magdalene 
the way Calvary; the soldiers cast lots for Christ’s 
robes after taken from the cross; Pilate orders 
heavy guard placed the tomb. These are but 
few the discrepancies throughout the book. The 
dialegue stilted and forced, fact which tends 
make style ard characterization appear immature. Co- 
herence lacking the reader jolted from one situ- 
ation another. advantage comes from reading 
this book. 

Sister Mary Hugh, 

Bishop McDonnell Memorial 

High School, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Best 


Brewton, Sara and John (Comps.) 

Sing Son Seasons: Poems about Holidays, 
Vacation Days and Days School 
Decorations Vera Bock. Macmillan. Oct. 25, 1955, 

200p. $3.50. 

anthology which the selections are grouped 
large subject categories, i.e., time, morning, evening, 
birthdays, and the four seasons including holidays dur- 
ing those seasons. Sources range from Mother Goose 
the Bible, though the majority are 
writers. Many the items are the delightful, familiar 
possessions small children, but missed during 
primary and intermediate periods are still eye-opening 
for later years. Author, title, and first-line indexes 
close the book. volume for the junior high 
own shelf, well for the library her school. 


Brookes, (ed.) Adventures Science 
Roy. Aug. 18,1955. 290p. $3.50. 


Twenty articles English writers, two science- 
fiction stories, plus assortment brief puzzles and 
problems used tail-pieces. First published Eng- 
land the book, according the flyleaf, “suitable not 
only for young people but also for the adult who wants 
new light scientific subjects, news recent scientific 
inventions and discoveries.” Unfortunately, the com- 
bination fact and fiction not likely achieve this 
suitability. first article, “Looking the Stars,” 
Alan Hart, tells the beginner how look and what 
for, and excellent. “Radar Pictures,” Camp- 
bell, and “The Research Chemist,” Chatt, are 
also good. But the unqualified statements 
Bolton “Have You Monkey Your Family Tree” 
are variance with the conclusions scientists like 
Dodson who his Evolution (p. 238) states such 
great discrepancies opinion among qualified authori- 
could hardly exist really adequate data were 
hand.” Other equally unscientific statements occur 
elsewhere the book, e.g., Grantham’s 
made his great stand against the Church” (p. 259). 


Not recommended. 
Sister Maria Lawrence, I.H.M., 
Biology Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Coolidge, Olivia 
Illustrated Edward Wilson. 
1955. 262p. $3.00. 

Both subject and treatment this junior novel are 
mature and realistic. Conflicting loyalties disturbed 
17-year-old James Gilroy, apprenticed the Tory 
apothecary, Dr. Browne, and indebted him for all 
the education and other care his orphaned state com- 
manded. While engaged prank impress Nancy 
Browne (filing off the signboard the Cromwell 
Tavern) young James overheard conversation impli- 
cating Dr. Browne drug-smuggling for the royalists; 
found damaging letter the pocket the patriot 
leader, Dr. Joseph Warren, when the falling signboard 
knocked out the latter; and had shipment drugs 
thrust into his hands Dr. Browne’s senior apprentice 
when attempted enter the apothecary shop 
through rear window, for fear waking Mrs. Browne. 


Cromwell’s Head 
Houghton. Oct. 11, 
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Because the senior apprentice’s father,a minister, had 
been driven out bitter weather the “radicals,” and 
because respected Dr. Browne’s ability and opinion, 
James’ sympathies veered toward Government and 
King. But after contact with Dr. Warren whom 
admired extravagantly, and with two renegades acting 
for the royalists, Jamey decided for the patriots. And 
found himself suspect with both groups. 


Aside from Dr. Warren, the only other historical figure 
introduced into the story Paul Revere who unex- 
pectedly enters toward the end the book. The un- 
rest revolutionary times, the atrocities sure 
committed both sides, the contingent motives which 
impell some adherents either party, are convincingly 
portrayed. Medical practice the 18th century 
depicted with accurate and occasionally brutal strokes. 
And certain characters (notably, Mrs. Browne, Mrs. 
Keene who kept chandler’s shop, Cap’n Goodman 
who sold smuggled drugs either loyalist royalist 
long the price was right, and the waterfront waif 
who called himself “the kinchin cove”) would find 
themselves home Dickens’ novel. Upperclass 
students who have hitherto met only the black and 
white the American Revolution will find many 
the greys subtly sketched here. They should not 
unduly slowed plot which times becomes 
involved. 


Rocket Man 
Nov. 1955. 


Correy, Lee 

Illustrated William Wagner. 
224p. $2.75. 

Hypothesizing that 2002, A.D., the present co-opera- 
tive student plan existing between the New Mexico 
College Agriculture and Mechanic Arts and the 
White Sands Proving Ground will have expanded 
the training students for space flight, the author sets 
his story that year and such college. Chief 
characters are 20-year-old youth who tells the story, 
and his three companions, Westerner and two 
Sherpas from Nepal. Before their college work 
finished, the four are invited work for Space Force 
commission, and are chosen part the crew at- 
tempt second landing Mars, the first expedition 
having reached that planet but not returned. Mars, 
the scientists the second expedition find low at- 
mosphere, evidence that the famous canals were 
human construction though humanoids remained, 
Strange new bacteria and algae, even stranger ambula- 
tory plants lacking both chlorophyll and hemoglobin, 
and puppy-like, trifurcate animal. Major space and 
emphasis, however, the training program the 
young men receive, which does not represent fan- 
tastic departure from present theories does the 
Picture Martian conditions. 


Holt. 


**Costain, Thomas The Mississippi Bubble 
Illustrated Warren Chappell. Random House. Sept. 12, 
1955. 185p. $1.50. (Landmark Book) 

Remarkably clean-cut and vivid presentation, this 
actual account Louisiana’s founding begins with 
LaSalle’s discovery the Mississippi, its re-discovery 
Iberville, and the lifetime which the latter’s next-to- 
youngest brother, Bienville, spent founding colony 
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New Orleans. But well over half the book goes 
John Law and his get-rich-quick schemes which almost 
wrecked the French economy. French social and finan- 
cial conditions the time are capably highlighted, 
fascinating human-interest anecdotes are related, the 
American wilderness dramatically described, and the 
personalities Law and the famous LeMoyne brothers 
lightly sketched. Junior high can handle the book, 
but senior high will find equally interesting. 


Dailey, Edward Vincent 
The Pastor’s Cat, and Other People 
Bruce. 146p. $2.75. 


Monsignor Dailey here gives stories, incidents 
the lives people who crossed his path while was 
assistant pastor Holy Name Cathedral Chicago. 
There gentleness the telling the effects 
God’s grace, which shows discrimination respect 
persons. For those who remember the depression 
days the thirties, some the stories will have 
nostalgic twist. But for young people the style easy 
and fluent, written popular vein they will enjoy. 
They will find pleasure, too, meeting Barney Kessell, 
the Jewish merchant whose charity extended far into 
Catholic regions; knowing Helen Morgan person 
and not just name song sheet; visiting old- 
fashioned barbershop where Tony the barber manages 
fulfill his dreams. These and many others are de- 
scribed with subtle humor that should cause many 
chuckles punctuate the reading. 


Sister Mary Hugh, 

Bishop McDonnell Memorial 
High School, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Fremantle, Anne (ed.) 
Christmas Coming; Catholic Selection 


Stories and Poems 
Stephen Daye Press. Nov. 17, 1955. 385p. illus. $3.75. 


Seasonal materials, including stories from French, 
German, Russian, English, Irish and American sources, 
three accounts the Nativity (from St. Luke, the 
apocryphal Book James, and the Koran, respectively) 
six poems, and reproductions appropriate wood- 
cuts and engravings, make this excellent anthology. 
Many the siories will new the average reader; 
some are newly translated for this collection. They 
represent many moods— reverence, humor, fantasy, 
realism; and range from the “Dulce Domum” 
chapter Wind the Willows Gogol’s “Christmas 
Eve.” Poets included are Jessica Powers, May Probyn, 
Auden, Booth and Charles Peguy. The 
black and white illustrations come from the Metro- 
politan Museum Art’s collection 15-17th century 
artists. not addressed young people, all but 
one two the items will interest the adolescent, 
the same time that they extend the library’s Christmas 
very satisfactorily. 


*Frick, Five Against the Odds 
Harcourt. Aug. 25, 1955. 210p. $2.75. 


There good basketball playing this story, and sound 
adolescent psychology, plus believable plot about 
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star player small western school who counted 
the game put him through college. Polio the end 
his yunior year spoiled Tim’s plans, and his resulting 
bitterness almost ruined the small team before dis- 
covered could help quite much from the sidelines 
had once done from the floor. The picture 
the boy’s sensitiveness about his handicap and his with- 
drawal from people particularly well done; sleuth- 
ing incident whereby Tim uncovers arsonist not 
too improkable; and his win contest 
architectural design because gave too much time 
the team represents the author bravely 
surmounted. Well paced, the story easy reading for 
ages twelve and up. 


Holzman, Robert 
General Doubleday; the Story 


Baseball and Its Inventor 


Longmans. Aug. 1955. 


$2.50. 

attention and space are given the game than 
its inventor, though external events the latter’s 
career are traced. The integration data not 
smooth might nave been wished, but the early days 
the game, famous teams, players and umpires, 
changes slowly introduced, dress and equip- 
ment, and the impetus given the Civil War, well 
late 19th-century and 20th-century highlights, are 
covered. The final chapter telis the establishment 
Doubleday Field Cooperstown, and briefly identi- 
fies members basebail’s Hall Fame. index 
would have been helpful. Nevertheless, many boys 
both junior and senior high wi!] delighted with the 
bock. and reference librarians will find mine 
baseball lore. 


The Exploits Xenophon 


Random House. 
(World Landmark 


Geoffrey 


Illustrated Leonard Everett Fisher. 
Sept. 30, 1955. 180p. map. $1.50. 
Book 

The high school student laboriously translating the 
Anabasis, with one finger holding his place the glos- 
sary, will hereafter have springboard toward under- 
standing and enjoying the famous war correspondent’s 
report, which should make his daily study more re- 
warding. reducing the original account one- 
fourth its size, and exchanging “Xenophon said— 
for the first person singular, and otherwise 
modernizing the style, the author succeeds making 
Preface identifies the Greek writer and briefly estimates 
the effect the Greek Asia; and chapter 
introductions one-half two pages long set the 
scene and interpret the action each the major 
incidents. For the nen-Greek student, particularly 
feminine, the book may need motivating, spite 
the jaunty personality that comes through the pages. 


Jackson, Rising Star 


Lippincott. 181p. $2.75. 


junior novel whose underlying theme has with 
the acceptance disappointment. From childhood, 


Best 


18-year-old Honey had heard anticipation the storm 
applause which should one day greet her singing, 
Three years sanitorium fighting tuberculosis had 
delayed her debut, but she was determined she would 
permitted resume singing soon. Then frighten- 
ing cold sent her Florida for the winter with her 
uncle and aunt. There she found her uncle’s stables 
racehorse, now badly lamed, whose 
case seemed like own that she made herself 
responsible for exercising the animal faithfully. 
swarm bees did what all the veterinarians had not 
been able do, and the applause Honey eventually 
heard was cheering for the horse, not for her. Two 
other characters, jockey and veterinarian, with 
whom Honey became friends, fought their own battles, 
too. They furnish hint romance for the future. 
The question betting comes into the story, but though 
Honey got her entrance fee from successful gamble, 
her uncle and the jockey’s father took effective steps 
about it, and the author’s stand the matter un- 
mistakeable. story has its improbable elements, 
but Honey’s coming think others well her- 
self, and her acceptance her doctor’s discouraging 
decision, make sound, believable story which even 
the non-lover horse stories—if there any such 
among girls—will 


Kielty, Bernardine Marie Antoinette 
Illustrated Douglas Gorsline. Random House. Sept. 30, 
1955. 184p. Landmark Book) 


interpretation the ill-fated French queen which 
holds her mother, Maria Theresa, responsible for her 
reckless irresponsibility and extravagances. (The au- 
thor differs from other writers claiming that the 
Austrian queen neglected her children’s education.) 
The little French princess she portrays beautiful, 
light-hearted creature, accustomed her sisters’ com- 
pany and lonely the artificial court which marriage 
brought her. The lack understanding her new 
country’s needs, the antagonism she aroused court, 
and the alienation the commoners’ admiration are 
explained but not minimized. The book reads easily 
and interestingly, but the illustrations are disappointing. 
Intended for years 16. 


Lyons, Dorothy Java Jive 
Front. Wesley Dennis. Harcourt. Aug. 25, 1955. 
214p. $2.75. (Catholic Children’s Book Club choice for 
December) 


Another horse story, this one not particularly original 
otherwise distinguished, but pleasant 
and with some good ideas training and riding horses 
well training girls. Thirteen-year-old 
heedlessness and irresponsibility yielded her deter- 
mination own horse. stray mare was enticed 
into the family stables and when unexpected foa 
was born, Java Jive became Ginny’s under sign 
contract with her father, guaranteeing faithful per 
formance her duties home and school. For the 
most part the contract was conscientiously observed, 
until neglected electric almost wrecked the 
rangement. Junior high girls will like the book. 
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Madeleva, Mary, Sister 
American Twelfth Night, and Other Poems 
Macmillan. June, 1955. 47p. $2.00. 


Twenty-nine short poems, only three which are not 
concerned with Christmas. once crisp and tradi- 
tional title, American Twelfth Night aptly assembles 
Sister Madeleva’s new and old songs honor the 
nativity Our Lord. 


The reader growingly familiar for over quarter 
century with Sister Madeleva’s Christmas poems 
such Ballad Happy Christmas Wind, 
Song Bedlam Inn, and Christmas Eve will find 
this latest volume validly climactic because greater 
comprehensiveness the number and range the 
poems that treat Christmas. Any discriminating 
reader will pleased with its genuine lyric quality. 


The wise man and the singing shepherd are frequently 
fused the lyric poet. This eminently true the 
case Sister Madeleve—an important reason, doubt- 
less, why she always happily home treating 


Christmas. 
Sister Paulinus, 
English Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Miller, Helen Topping 
Her Christmas the Hermitage; Tale 
About Rachel and Andrew Jackson 
Longmans. 29p. $2.50. 


slight little story about Rachel Jackson’s preparations 
for the 50-odd guests who would spend Christmas 
the Tennessee home she loved well, and with the 
shadow that lay over her day when high-spirited 
nephew revealed the plans under way make the 
General President the United States. Many allu- 
siions are made the General’s previous military serv- 
ice and the duel which killed his wife’s de- 
tractor. love affair between first cousins (Rachel’s 
whose romance she champions) takes the 
center the stage, but the deep affection between 
Andrew and Rachel never lost sight of. The book 
would have limited use most high schools. 


Star Guard 
Aug. 25, 1955. 


Norton, Alice Mary 

Andre Norton (pseud.) Harcourt. 
247p. 

When space flight brought mankind into contact with 
the Galactic powers, Central Control assigned earth- 
men the role mercenaries, order keep the peace 
and work off human aggressiveness 
conflict. 3956 A.D., Arch Swordsman Kana Kerr 
discovered, the annihilation all mankind was being 
planned. Fortunately, underground had been oper- 
ating for 250 years, which had secretly transported 
Pioneers deep sleep planets explored the mer- 
cenaries for the purpose settlement. There much 
combat with weird, fantastic creatures the planet 
Fronn, and code mercy-killing among the mercen- 
aries, but the central theme man’s refusal submit 
domination well sustained. Closer reading than 
the Correy title above. 
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The White Falcon 
Oct. 11, 1955. 


*Ogburn, Charlton, Jr. 
Illustrated Bernarda Bryson. Houghton. 
53p. $2.25. 

sensitive, aesthetically satisfying, 
superior short story about imaginative boy (never 
identified beyond “the boy”) who daydreams dis- 
tant places. Finding wounded white gyrfalcon, 
centers all his thoughts and hours the bird, refusing 
face the knowledge that, unless aroused householders 
kill the bird first, will eventually leave him its own 
accord. When that day comes, other influences newly 
experienced soften the blow somewhat. Matching the 
author’s strong, vivid descriptions the falcon are the 
artist’s sweepingly beautiful illustrations which suggest 
both the fierceness and the beauty the bird. Since 
her outline drawings the un-named people the 
book approach caricature, one supposes she contrast- 
ing things material with those spiritual, keeping with 
the mood the text. beautiful piece book-mak- 
ing, suitable for both junior and senior high. 


Pauli, Hertha 

Washburn. Sept. 26, 1955. 
Book Club selection) 

About 11-year-old Kitty Matthews who lived Munich 
with her uncompromising grandmother, the Frau Gen- 
eral Crusius, because her mother had died and her 
American soldier-father had never seen her. With the 
help American bookshop owner and Cat 
Countess, Kitty finally made contact with her father, 
after adventurous trip into Austria. Based real 
incident and reflecting postwar conditions Austro- 
Germany, this will enjoyed girls the 6th-7th 
grades. 


Three Family 


$2.75. (Catholic Children’s 


Power-Waters, Alma 

The Story Young Edwin Booth 
Foreword Eva LeGallienne. Dutton. Aug. 31, 1955. 
192p. photogs. $2.75. 
Readers may question why the author chose treat 
her subject juvenile and superficial fashion, 
when more mature treatment might have made 
significant book. Fuller background for the American 
stage the could have made rich historical 
document; greater detail devoted the Booth family 
might have produced some understanding why the 
members were known “the mad Booths.” 
have pleasant picture family relationships when 
Edwin was child, though the various personalities 
never take depth. Junius Brutus Booth’s theater 
and dipsomaniac activities are outlined, and the young 
Edwin’s charge him during the latter’s adolescent 


issued the Lib Universi 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 


Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1955, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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years sympathetically shown. John Wilkes slips and 
out the pages; Junius, junior, plays small role; 
other members are even more briefly introduced, occa- 
sionally making the reader wonder why the activities 
are mentioned all. are told, rather than feel, 
the effect upon audiences father’s and son’s dramatic 
power, though some Edwin’s barn-storming years 
command attention for the hardships endured. But 
his adult years, relations with wife and child, and the 
shock John Wilkes’ tragic deed, are hurriedly pre- 
sented and times near-maudlin fashion. 


Rydberg, Ernie The Silver Fleet 
Illustrated Allan Thomas. Longmans. 
$2.50. (Catholic Children’s Book Club selection) 

Tuna fishing West Coast Portuguese fishermen, and 
boy who learned think before acting 
make pleasant story for 6th- and 7th-graders. Sebas- 
tian Maritimo yearned accompany his father and big 
brother the former’s tuna ship, but risking his life 
high tide and ruining his father’s handsome service cap 
seemed jeopardize whatever chances might other- 
wise have had. board last, shared tasks with 
the men, learned about the economics the tuna in- 
dustry from Dr. Lundquist, and came home “young 
man.” Simply told, the story reflects wholesome family 
relationships, gives interesting and concrete details 
about tuna fishing, and pictures likable small boy. 


Pacific Islands Speaking 


Sperry, Armstrong 
Macmillan. Nov. 


Maps and drawings the author. 
1955. 220p. $3.00. 

The shrinking nature our mid-twentieth-century 
world makes imperative that young Americans ac- 
quire some knowledge distant and far-away lands 
where people live settings different from ours. Among 
the most out-of-the-way areas that rarely intrude upon 
our perspective, except for the almost forgotten fighting 
World War II, are the countless islands and clusters 
the Pacific basin. Armstrong Sperry has provided 
fascinating account these locations. His geographic 
sweep extends from the Aleutians the north the 
southern recesses New Zealand, with major stops 
Micronesia, Melanesia, Polynesia, Indonesia, and the 
Philippines. has skillfully woven together physical 
geography, history, social customs, economic life, and 
the impact white settlement upon the indigenous 
peoples into first-rate story which stresses America’s 
responsibilities world power toward those areas. 
The age level embraces the upper years grammar 
school and junior high. However, adult readers may 
also find this book interesting and enjoyable. 


Edwin O’Connor, 
Washington, 


Todd, Frederick 
Cadet Gray; Pictorial History Life 
West Point Seen Through Its Uniforms 
1955. 112p. in. in. $7.50. 
handsome and expensive picture-text which, after 
reviewing briefly the history the Academy, traces the 


cadet uniform from 1795 1955, often commenting 
briefly tradition legend connected with item 
dress. Short chapters also describe the band uni- 
forms, summer camp dress, sports wear, and outfits 
services (faculty, engineers, WACS, 
Considerable information about West Point life comes 
through such chapters “Changing Weapons,” 
“The Cadet’s Day,” and “Parades, Dances and Gradu- 
ations.” The drawings bold color and black and 
white, and multitude photographs, are striking, 
and their accompanying legends add the historical 
notes. appendix lists authorized uniforms for 1955, 
and second appendix provides chronology uni- 
form changes since 1902, with accompanying chevron 
designs and cadet insignia. 


Turngreen, Annette Steamboat’s Coming 
Longmans. Aug. 10, 1955. 183p. $2.75. 

The Minnesota Territory 1855 when immigrants were 
still being fleeced out farm payments and river pilots 
were the idol every boy the setting for this story 
two such boys. American-born Will Morgan was 
determined become “cub” pilot under Captain 
Stephen Hanks, Abe Lincoln’s cousin, but though 
Swedish-bern Bengt Larson once thought wanted 
steamboating too, growing wheat came seem the 
better life for him. The two boys are flesh and blood. 
good picture lumbering and log drive in- 
cluded, but the description steamboating seems mild, 
and few details pioneer farming are provided. For 
junior high. 


**White,Gwen Book Pictorial Perspective 
Morrow. Nov. 17, 1955. 77p. $3.00. 


volume which should invaluable 
teachers art classes, and equally helpful the young 
would-be artist struggling alone. Thirty-two full-page, 
colored illustrations are given, exemplifying phases 
flat ground, reflections water and mirrors, curves, 
shadows, and down views. the verso each 
lined diagram showing the construction the pic 
ture, plus brief analysis it. holding the page 
the light, the lines show through the 
and vice-versa the picture shows through the lined 
page. The last seven pages, each with appropriate 
illustrations, explain very simply the principles 
perspective: eye level, cone rays, picture-plane, 
angles, shadows, and forth. Colored end-papers 
define and illustrate abbreviations used the text. 
The author English illustrator and painter 
tempera, whose pictures have been exhibited the 


Royal Academy. 
Sister Dionysia, 
Art Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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